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request could not possibly be granted. He added that if he were not restrained by his regard for the Earl of Stafford, his fellow diplomat, he would denounce him on the instant to Elizabeth.
The same day Stafford was arrested.
After this incident M. de Trappes set out .to overtake his companions, who had the start of him by some hours. Jusjfc as he arrived at Dover he was arrested and taken back to London where he was cast into prison.
He was questioned the same day and narrated everything that had taken place without reservation, appealing to M. de Chateauneuf to confirm what he said.
On the following day he was questioned a second time, and great was his amazement when, in answer to his request that his replies of the preceding day should be read to him, they produced, according to the custom of English courts, only fabricated copies, which contained statements compromising M. de Chateauneuf as well as himself. He cried out at this and entered a formal protest, refused to make any further answers, or to sign anything more, and was taken back to the Tower with ostentatious precautions intended to give the impression that he was held on a serious charge.
The next day M. de Chateauneuf was summoned before the Queen and was confronted with Stafford, who impudently insisted that the Ambassador was concerned in a conspiracy with M. de Trappes and a certain prisoner for debt, and that the conspiracy aimed at nothing less than the Queen's life. M. de Chateauneuf denied the allegation with much heat and indignation; but Elizabeth was too deeply interested in not being convinced to allow the strongest evidence to convince her. She informed M. de Chateauneuf that nothing but the immunity incident to his position as ambassador saved him